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News from the Sunday School – February 2010 
 
In February, the children in the Sunday School will participate in two spe-
cial projects for our congregation.  On the 7th, we will be preparing gift 
bags to deliver to our members who are unable to attend church regularly.  
We will also make Valentines to give to our Boards and Committees to 
express our appreciation for the jobs that they do for our church.  Sunday 
School families will deliver the bags and cards with their children during 
the week of February 7-14.  This annual project helps us to connect with 
some of the wonderful people in our church family that we might not oth-
erwise have a chance to know.  It also helps us understand how many dif-
ferent people contribute to the life of our church in so many different 
ways.  
 
If you knows of someone that should receive a bag and a visit, please 
contact Cindy Naughton.  We would also like the congregation’s help in 
collecting  items for our bags.  Donations of individually packaged crack-
ers, instant soups, tea, candy, small bottles of lotion, packets of cards or 
tissues, etc., would be most welcome.  Please leave your donation at the 
church office by 10:00 on Feb. 7th to be included in the bag.  Thank you 
in advance for your help with our project.   
 
We also plan to prepare a donation for the upcoming auction at Italian 
Night.  If anyone has ideas for us about an item we might make that you 
would like to bid on, please let us know.   
�
Our regular lessons will focus on Jesus’ healing – specifically the healing 
of Peter’s Mother-in-law, Bartimaeus, the Ten Lepers, and the man whose 
4 friends lowered him from the roof.  We will begin with Peter’s identifi-
cation of Jesus as the Messiah.  Thanks to Leslie Skantz-Hodgson and 
Karen Hinds who will be leading the lesson on February 14 when Cindy 
will be away. 
Submitted by Cindy Naughton, Director of Christian Education 
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Who will be ordained in The First 
Churches on February 21, 2010 
 
I grew up in Amherst, MA and attended 
First Congregational Church with my 
mother as a teenager.  I was also exposed 
to other traditions as a child: my father 

brought me to Methodist services when I was visiting him, and my step-
father was Jewish, as were a number of friends in school.  But it was not un-
til I graduated from college and signed up for a two-year volunteer position 
in Guatemala, however, that I began seriously to reflect on my own theol-
ogy. 
 My two years in Guatemala (1993-95) proved to be transformative both 
spiritually and politically.  I worked with Witness for Peace and was  
assigned to accompany newly returned Guatemalan refugees, using my  
presence as a measure of security against attack by the army.  Through inter-
faith reflections with teammates, I explored the spiritual and ethical  
dimensions of being in solidarity with those who had suffered indescribably 
and yet chose to continue to struggle.  I also reflected on my own role as a 
citizen of the most powerful nation in the world, and how to respond to the 
Gospel as a person with enormous privilege. 
 The integration of political work and spiritual reflection made perfect sense 
to me.  For the first time in my life I glimpsed a vision of what I believe  
Jesus meant for his disciples: to challenge ourselves to live and love in a 
radical stance.  The Witness for Peace community challenged me to live my 
vision, held me up when I was overwhelmed, laughed with me and cried 
with me and above everything else loved me with a depth that is hard to put 
into words. 
I returned to the US with a new commitment to challenge the roots of injus-
tice and to live a radical lifestyle in response to the message of the Gospel.  
Unfortunately, I found this difficult to sustain in the context of the United 
States.   
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I worked for four years in secular non-profits as a tenant organizer in  
low-income complexes.   
I became a member of First Churches UCC and ABC in Northampton and  
reflected with other politically engaged people.  While I believed in the 
goal of organizing tenants, over the long term this wasn’t enough to sus-
tain me, and I felt called in a different direction.  
�
I enrolled at Union Theological Seminary in New York City in September 
of 2000, looking for a way to integrate my commitments to social justice 
and the Christian faith.  Right after finishing in 2003, my husband was 
offered a prime position as a librarian in Chicago.  This marked a pro-
found change in my personal and professional life as I turned my atten-
tion toward starting a family.  Our son, Santiago, was born in 2004 and 
our daughter, Andrea, arrived in 2007. 
 Motherhood has been a spiritual journey in itself.  The first year with my 
son brought many joys, but also much sleep deprivation, and a personal 
struggle to find  balance in my life as a stay-at-home mother.  It was a 
blessing to be able to stay at home with my children during those first 
years, and I would not have wanted it any other way.  But now that my 
children are both in preschool it is easier to find a balance between my 
callings as a mother and a minister. 
 Recently I have been called as Pastor of St. John UCC in Melrose Park, 
IL., a suburb of Chicago.  St. John is a small, friendly and inviting con-
gregation and I have enjoyed serving them a great deal.  With this call, 
my last requirement for ordination has been met and my ordination is 
scheduled for Feb. 21 at First Churches. 
 The call at St. John is part-time, and so in my spare time I volunteer with 
various different immigrant organizations around Chicago, which is also 
a very rewarding way to minister.  I now feel that I have found my own 
way into “living and loving in a radical stance” which is very different 
from my work in Guatemala, but in its foundation is of the same spirit.  I 
thank God for the journey here, and I also thank the people, too numerous 
to mention, who have supported and guided me along the way. 
�
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER TO 
HELP WITH THE MONTHLY MEAL AT THE 
COT SHELTER , WE WOULD LOVE TO 
HAVE YOU JOIN US,  
we would love to have you join our team. 
 
We could use help with cooking a main dish or a 
side dish, or providing beverages and bread. Mone-
tary donations are always welcome for food, toilet-
ries or clothing for the guests.  
 
Please contact Anna Murphy at 530- 8950 or 527- 7727,  
or 
email murwill2@charter.net for further information. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
On Sunday, February 21, the First Churches Youth Group will be taking a 
field trip to the Food Bank of Western Massachusetts on North Hatfield 
Road in Hatfield, MA. We will tour the Food Bank and learn about local hun-
ger issues.  We will meet at First Churches at NOON and return there by 3pm. 
Each Youth Group member should bring a BAG LUNCH.  
Please fill out the form below and return to me or to my mailbox in the church 
office. THANKS! –Liza 
I give permission for my child, __________________________________, to 
participate in the planned Youth Group field trip on February 21, 2010, to the 
Food Bank of Western Massachusetts, in Hadley, MA.  
I understand that he or she may be driven to and from these activities by a 
youth group parent or other member of the congregation, together with other 
youth group members.  
I can drive ___ youth group members to / from the field trip.  
Parent/Guardian Signature:_____________________________Date:________ 
    
Phone: ______________________________ 
 
THANK YOU! 
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